
President launches V2063 consultations
His Excellency the State President Prof Arthur Peter Mutharika on 
February 28, 2020 officially launched nationwide consultations for 
development of the successor to Vision 2020, christened National 
Transformation 2063 - otherwise referred to as Vision 2063 - at a 
grand ceremony that took place at the Bingu International Conference 
Centre in Lilongwe. The ceremony was graced by leaders from 
all arms of government as well as the private sector, development 
partners and non-state actors. Speaking during the ceremony, 
President Mutharika emphasised on the importance of a positive and 
hard-working mind-set amongst Malawians as well as the need to 
focus on implementation beyond just planning.

President Mutharika (left) and First Deputy Speaker of Parliament Hon 
Madalitso Kazombo as well as Justice Edward Twea who represented 
Parliament and the Judiciary respectively
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KEY TASKS AHEAD

 NPC goes digital in envisioning consultations
In the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic, which has seen authorities 
limiting face-to-face interactions, the National Planning Commission 
(NPC) has gone digital in reaching out to Malawians and stakeholders 
after the official launch of the national envisioning consultations on 
28th February, 2020. The consultations have been done through radio 
phone-in and text message programmes on all the popular radio stations 
that have included MBC Radio 1, Times Radio and Zodiak with an 
overwhelming response. Further, an online survey is running as well as 
receiving written submissions. The online survey – which is available on 
NPC’s website – www.npc.mw  – has also been instrumental in reaching 
out to many Malawians, including the diaspora. NPC will in mid May 
this year, be presenting a synthesis of the key emerging issues from the 
virtual consultations. However, the commission will endeavour to reach 
out to all districts with face-to-face contributions when COVID-19 eases 
off to ensure that every corner of the country is offered the opportunity 
to define the future Malawi that they would be proud of.

 NPC leads SDGs review
NPC is working with the UN system and relevant public and non-
state actors in conducting a Voluntary National Review (VNR) on the 
progress of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to produce 
a report which will be presented at the High Level Political Forum 
(HLPF) in New York before end of this year. Malawi is one of the 51 
countries chosen to present a report at the forum. The process, which 
is meant to be as consultative as possible with both state and non-
state actors, has had to piggyback on digital gathering of evidence and 
consulting in the wake of the COVID-19. Similarly, the likelihood of 
countries presenting the report virtually seems high if the pandemic 
persists. 

 Board committees formed
The National Planning Commission (NPC), on the side-lines of its 
commissioners’ regular meetings held on 26th and 27th March at 
Nkopola in Mangochi, conducted an orientation meeting for a team 
of invited experts that will support the commissioners with technical 
back-stopping in its two sub-committees. The Committees are the 
Finance, Audit, Risk and Human Resource Committee (FARHRC) 
and the Programmes and Policies Committee (PPC). Drawing from 
the NPC Act 2017, members of the committees were nominated based 
on their expertise, ability to advance the NPC agenda as well as their 
being apolitical. The FARHRC comprises Mr William Matambo, 
Mr Hestern Banda, Dr Rhoda Bakuwa, Ms Rachel Silungwe and Ms 
Natasha Nsamala while the PPC is composed of Dr Ngei Kanyongolo, 
Dr Henry Chingaipe, Dr Betty Chinyamunyamu, Mr Ahmed Sunka, 
Prof Jonathan Makuwira, Mr Chris Kapanga and Dr Witness Kuotcha.

NPC updates Parliament

Commissioners of the National Planning Commission (NPC) on 
February 27th 2020 met the Speaker of Parliament Rt Hon Catherine 
Gotani Hara and her two deputies Hon Madalitso Kazombo and Hon 
Aisha Adams to update them on progress the commission has made in 
fulfilling its mandate that builds on the need for ensuring continuity 
of development programmes beyond one political regime. On March 
31st 2020, an NPC management team met with members of the 
Budget and Finance Committee of the National Assembly where they 
discussed, among other things, how the new vision will link to national 
budgets. Deputy chair of the committee, Hon Cornelius Mwalwanda, 
and committee members commended NPC for the diligence and 
independence it has demonstrated so far in the process of developing 
Malawi’s successor long term development plan.

NPC geared to coordinate COVID-19 
impact assessment

The NPC, along with its other key partners, has initiated coordinated 
efforts to assess the impact of COVID-19 in Malawi so as to support 
authorities with widely agreed options on the most value-adding 
interventions. Coordination of efforts will also ensure optimal utilization 
of resources–human, financial and material.  This initiative will start by 
documenting the various research and impact assessments that various 
stakeholders have or are planning to do and ascertain gaps that will 
require filling to inform decisions by authorities around containment 
of the pandemic, economy and livelihoods recovery and long-term 
readiness measures.

FROM LEFT: NPC Partnerships and Resource Mobilisation Manager 
Ms Jennifer Mjuweni, Hon Adams, NPC Director General Dr. Thomas 
Munthali, Rt Hon Gotani-Hara, NPC Chair Prof Richard Mkandawire,  
Hon Kazombo, and Commissioner Ms Mercy Masoo


