
                               

 

 

JOINT PRESS STATEMENT 

Malawi presents SDG progress at UN High Level Political Forum 

LILONGWE, Malawi, Thursday, July 16, 2020 – Malawi on Thursday, July 16, 2020 presented 

its progress report on the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) at the 

United Nations (UN) High Level Political Forum (HLPF) on Sustainable Development which was 

held under the theme ‘Accelerated action and transformative pathways: realizing the decade of 

action and delivery for sustainable development’. 

The virtual presentation was made in form of a Voluntary National Review (VNR) mechanism, a 

process through which countries assess and present their progress in achieving the SDGs to 

fellow UN member states.  

This was Malawi’s first ever VNR Report. This year’s reviews allowed 47 UN member states to 

showcase what has been achieved so far through indicator progress and transformative 

initiatives being put up in various sectors of their economies; and the challenges being met in 

the process of advocating for and implementing the SDGs. The countries presented their 

institutional preparedness to venture into a decade of action to realise the aspirations of the 

2030 Agenda. 

The Malawi Government, through the National Planning Commission (NPC), undertook the task 

of developing the VNR Report through a Technical Committee whose membership included 

various stakeholders such as government Ministries, Departments and Agencies (MDAs), Civil 

Society Organizations and others.  

The VNR Report highlights and presents to the UN progress achieved so far in the 

implementation of the SDGs over the past five years since 2016 when national commitment for 

their implementation was made by the Malawi Government. It highlights some success stories 

that have taken on board the vulnerable and less privileged in the society into the fold of 

improved livelihoods and national prosperity.  

The Malawi VNR Report largely reveals progress in the health and education sectors but also 

shows the need for more effort on the SDGs that relate to poverty and gender inequality. The 

report builds upon assessments at the national level during the baseline and the first progress 

reporting that were conducted in 2016 and 2018, respectively.  

Although the VNR process was conducted in a very challenging environment, especially due to 

COVID-19, Government, through NPC, ensured that the process was open, inclusive and 

transparent, and benefitted from active participation of various stakeholders. The process 

opened space for active engagement and dialogue of all stakeholders. The VNR Report gives 

Malawi an opportunity to find the most critical areas for acceleration of the 2030 Agenda in the 

coming decade. # 

For more information, Contact National Planning Commission (NPC) Communications Specialist, 

Thom Khanje, on mobile phone number 0888879329 or e-mail: tkhanje@npc.mw 

Or 

UN Resident Coordinator’s Office (UNRCO) Communications Officer Philip Pemba on mobile 

phone number: 0995271671 or e-mail: philip.pemba@one.un.org   
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